77, Preceptor needed for every one

^Bhagavan, it is said that by surrendering oneself to
his spritual preceptor only, one can achieve the supreme state*
That this is the Dharma of Vyshnavism you told us once. Kindly
elaborate the theory^ the sages once requested Sootha. ^This
is a most secret subject. I shall however describe it in a nut
shell as T learnt it from Vyasa.^ replied Sootha. He continued
his narration thus:' ^Faith is the Supreme course enjoined by
Vishnava Dharma. As your faith so your achievement. Guru
is the Supreme Dharma and means also. He is the shelter, refuge
and recourse. He can burn away our sins very quickly. Hence
by all means one should have complete faith in hh preceptor.
Lord Vishnu is the Supreme Guru. He can destroy all our sins.
He is the embodiment of compassion. The Guru redeems all the
sins of Ills disciples and elevates the worldly minded people to
Hie righteous path. The Ouru knows what is justice. He is one
who is learned in scriptures. He can discriminate Dharma from
its opposite. He is an ascetic who fixes his mind on Brahman.
He engages himself in the study and learning of Vedas^ He has
no egotism or arrogance. He has a stilled mind over which he
has restraint. He adheres firmly to penance* He has no selfi"
shnesso He does every thing for the good of others. He is afraid
of wordly attachment. He is pure, wise, and most humble* He
has no enemies either in human or other beings. One should seek
refuge in a preceptor with thcs above qualities and with utmost
faith. The disciple should place all his burden at the sacred feet
of his preceptor and carry on his daily duties to the best of his